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Abstract:

This inter-disciplinary research paper lies at the intersection of architecture and
International Relations by introducing the concept of “soft power architecture”. It
argues that architecture is a political tool used by states to achieve certain
interests, and it relies in its analysis on the concept of soft power coined by Joseph
Nye. The paper begins by laying down the theoretical framework of architecture as
a tool for soft power. Then, it studies the case of United Arab Emirates (UAE) as an
example of a state that utilizes architecture in achieving economic and political
gains while enhancing its international image. Finally, the paper concludes by
highlighting some of the contradictions created by using soft power architecture in
international relations in the UAE.

Keywords: soft power architecture; soft power; nation brand; United Arab
Emirates.
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