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Abstract:

The study addresses the issue of international economic
sanctions as the main tool of coercive diplomacy used by major
powers and international organizations. | have examined the
major transformations occurred on the practices of economic
sanctions as a result of the process of power shift in the structure
of the international system since World War Il. Particularly the
shift from a bipolar system to a system more inclined to
unipolarity. These changes affected the nature of economic
sanctions and the parties targeted.

The study concluded that the transformation of the structure
of international system due to the shift of power between its
main actors has a direct impact on the nature of the economic
sanctions undertaken at each stage. This is reflected in the
transition from comprehensive sanctions to smart sanctions, in
addition to the shift in the actors both affecting design/imposing
or those being exposed to economic sanctions, as wel as the shift
in its objectives, which have become in line with the perspective
of the dominant power in the international system.

Keywords: Power transition, Structure of the international
system, International economic sanctions, Targeted (Smart)
sanctions.
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